Mitochondrial encephalomyopathies presenting with features of autonomic and visceral dysfunction.
Three children are reported with mitochondrial encephalomyopathy who presented with autonomic dysfunction. Autonomic dysfunction included gastrointestinal dysmotility, apnea, cardiac arrhythmias, decreased lacrimation, supersensitivity to metacholine, altered sweating, and postural hypotension. These patients illustrate that in some mitochondrial encephalomyopathies autonomic features may be prominent and can mimic the clinical features associated with hereditary sensory and autonomic neuropathies.